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Abstract

Academic writing requires clarity, coherence, and logical organization of ideas. One important
linguistic feature that supports these qualities is the use of discourse markers. Discourse
markers such as however, therefore, moreover, and in addition help writers connect ideas,
structure arguments, and guide readers through the text. However, many undergraduate
students face difficulties in organizing their thoughts effectively due to limited awareness and
use of these markers. This study explores the role of teaching discourse markers in improving

the academic writing skills of undergraduate students.

The research focuses on integrating explicit instruction of discourse markers into writing
classes and examining its impact on students’ written performance. A group of undergraduate
students participated in instructional sessions that introduced different types of discourse
markers, including markers of addition, contrast, cause and effect, and conclusion. Through
guided practice, classroom activities, and writing exercises, students were trained to apply these

markers appropriately in their academic essays.

The findings indicate that systematic instruction in discourse markers significantly enhances
students’ ability to organize ideas, maintain coherence, and present arguments more
effectively. Students demonstrated noticeable improvement in paragraph structure, logical
flow, and overall readability of their writing. Furthermore, the study highlights that raising
students’ awareness of discourse markers encourages them to become more confident and

purposeful writers.
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The study concludes that incorporating discourse marker instruction into English language
teaching can be an effective pedagogical strategy for developing academic writing skills among
undergraduate learners. Such instruction not only improves linguistic competence but also

strengthens students’ ability to communicate ideas clearly in academic contexts.

Keywords: Discourse Markers, Academic Writing, Undergraduate Students, Coherence,

English Language Teaching, Writing Skills.
Introduction

Academic writing is an essential skill for undergraduate students, particularly in higher
education where students are expected to present ideas clearly, logically, and coherently.
Effective academic writing not only demonstrates subject knowledge but also reflects a
student’s ability to organize thoughts and communicate arguments in a structured manner.
However, many undergraduate learners face challenges in producing well-organized texts due

to limited awareness of the linguistic tools that help connect ideas within a piece of writing.

One important feature that contributes to coherence and cohesion in academic writing is the
use of discourse markers. Discourse markers are words or phrases such as however, therefore,
moreover, in addition, and consequently that function as connectors between sentences and
ideas. They help writers guide readers through the text by indicating relationships such as
contrast, cause and effect, addition, and conclusion. When used appropriately, discourse

markers improve the logical flow of ideas and make the text easier to understand.

Despite their importance, undergraduate students often underuse or misuse discourse markers
in their writing. This problem may arise due to insufficient instruction, lack of practice, or
limited awareness of their functional roles in academic discourse. As a result, students’ writing

may appear fragmented, unclear, or lacking in logical progression.

In the context of English Language Teaching (ELT), explicit instruction of discourse markers
can play a significant role in developing students’ academic writing competence. Teaching
students how and when to use these markers can help them structure arguments more
effectively and enhance the overall quality of their written communication. Therefore, this
study aims to explore how teaching discourse markers can improve the academic writing skills

of undergraduate students.
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Discourse Markers

Discourse markers are linguistic elements that help organize and connect ideas in spoken and
written communication. They are words or phrases such as however, therefore, moreover, in
addition, for example, and on the other hand that guide readers or listeners through a text by
indicating the relationship between different parts of the discourse. These markers play a
crucial role in maintaining coherence and cohesion, which are essential features of effective

academic writing.

In academic writing, discourse markers function as linking devices that help writers structure
their arguments and present ideas in a logical sequence. They signal transitions between
sentences and paragraphs, clarify relationships such as contrast, cause and effect, addition, and
conclusion, and make the overall text more comprehensible to readers. Without the appropriate

use of discourse markers, writing may appear fragmented, disorganized, and difficult to follow.

Discourse markers can be classified into different categories based on their functions. Additive
markers such as furthermore, moreover, and in addition are used to add information.
Contrastive markers like however, on the other hand, and nevertheless indicate opposition or
contrast between ideas. Causal markers such as therefore, thus, and consequently show cause-
and-effect relationships. Sequential markers including firstly, secondly, and finally help
organize ideas in a logical order, while conclusive markers like in conclusion and to sum up

signal the ending of a discussion.

For undergraduate students, understanding and using discourse markers appropriately can
significantly improve the clarity and organization of their academic writing. Through explicit
teaching and practice, students can learn how to employ these markers effectively to create
coherent texts and present their ideas more systematically. Therefore, discourse markers serve

as an important tool in enhancing academic communication and writing proficiency.
Academic Writing

Academic writing is a formal style of writing used in educational and scholarly contexts. It is
an essential skill for undergraduate students because it enables them to express ideas, analyze
information, and present arguments in a clear and structured manner. Academic writing is

commonly used in essays, research papers, reports, assignments, and dissertations. Unlike
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informal writing, academic writing follows specific conventions related to language, structure,

tone, and evidence-based arguments.

One of the most important features of academic writing is clarity and precision. Writers are
expected to present their ideas in a direct and understandable way, avoiding ambiguity or
unnecessary complexity. Academic writing also requires a formal tone, which means avoiding
slang, contractions, and overly casual expressions. Instead, writers use precise vocabulary and

objective language to communicate their ideas effectively.

Another key characteristic of academic writing is organization. A well-structured academic
text usually consists of an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. The introduction
presents the topic and outlines the purpose of the writing. The body paragraphs develop the
main arguments with supporting evidence, examples, and explanations. The conclusion
summarizes the main points and reinforces the overall argument. Logical organization helps

readers follow the writer’s ideas easily and understand the purpose of the text.

Evidence and critical thinking are also central to academic writing. Writers are expected to
support their arguments with reliable sources such as books, journal articles, and credible
research studies. This practice strengthens the validity of the argument and demonstrates the
writer’s engagement with existing knowledge. Proper citation and referencing are essential to

acknowledge the original sources and avoid plagiarism.

Another important aspect of academic writing is coherence and cohesion. These are achieved
through the effective use of linking words and discourse markers that connect sentences and
ideas logically. Words such as however, therefore, furthermore, and in addition help guide the

reader through the text and improve the flow of ideas.

For undergraduate students, developing academic writing skills is crucial for academic success.
Through practice, feedback, and instruction, students can improve their ability to organize
ideas, use appropriate language, and construct well-supported arguments. Therefore, mastering
academic writing is an important step toward effective scholarly communication and

intellectual development.

Undergraduate Students
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Undergraduate students are individuals who are enrolled in a bachelor’s degree program at a
college or university. This stage of higher education is considered a foundational period in a
student’s academic and intellectual development. During their undergraduate studies, students
gain specialized knowledge in their chosen disciplines while also developing important skills

such as critical thinking, communication, problem-solving, and research.

At the undergraduate level, students are exposed to various forms of academic tasks including
assignments, essays, research papers, presentations, and examinations. Among these, academic
writing plays a significant role because it allows students to express their understanding of
course content and present their ideas in a structured and logical manner. Academic writing
requires students to organize their thoughts clearly, support their arguments with evidence, and

maintain coherence throughout their work.

However, many undergraduate students face challenges in producing effective academic
writing. One of the major difficulties is the lack of familiarity with the conventions of academic
discourse. Students may struggle with organizing their ideas, maintaining logical connections
between sentences and paragraphs, and using appropriate academic language. These challenges

are often more noticeable among students who study in English as a second language.

To address these difficulties, it is important to provide undergraduate students with proper
guidance and training in academic writing skills. Instruction in areas such as grammar,
vocabulary, paragraph organization, and the use of discourse markers can significantly improve
the quality of students’ writing. Discourse markers help students connect ideas, indicate

relationships between statements, and guide readers through the text.

Therefore, developing strong academic writing skills among undergraduate students is
essential for their academic success. With appropriate instruction, practice, and feedback,
students can gradually improve their ability to communicate ideas clearly and effectively in

academic contexts.
Coherence

Coherence is an essential feature of effective academic writing. It refers to the logical flow and
clear connection of ideas within a piece of writing. When a text is coherent, readers can easily

understand how different sentences and paragraphs relate to each other and how they contribute

Page No: 5



Journal on Communications(1000-436X) || Volume 21 Issue 4 2026 || www.jocs.review

to the overall argument or message. In other words, coherence ensures that the writing makes

sense as a unified whole rather than appearing as a collection of unrelated ideas.

In academic writing, coherence is achieved when ideas are organized in a logical sequence and
presented in a clear and structured manner. Each paragraph should focus on a single main idea,
which is usually introduced through a topic sentence. The supporting sentences in the
paragraph then explain, develop, or provide evidence for that idea. When paragraphs are

arranged logically, the reader can follow the writer’s line of reasoning without confusion.

One of the most important tools for achieving coherence is the use of discourse markers or
linking words. Words and phrases such as however, therefore, moreover, in addition, and for
example help indicate the relationships between ideas. These markers guide readers by showing
whether the writer is adding information, presenting a contrast, explaining a cause-and-effect
relationship, or concluding a point. The appropriate use of such markers strengthens the

connection between sentences and paragraphs.

Another way to maintain coherence is through the repetition of key terms, the use of pronouns,
and consistent referencing to the main topic. These techniques help keep the focus on the

central theme and prevent the writing from becoming disjointed.

For undergraduate students, developing coherence in writing is particularly important because
it improves clarity and readability. When students learn to organize their ideas logically and
use appropriate connecting devices, their academic writing becomes more effective and
persuasive. Therefore, coherence plays a crucial role in enhancing the overall quality of

academic communication.
English Language Teaching

English Language Teaching (ELT) refers to the process of teaching English to learners whose
first language is not English. It focuses on developing learners’ abilities in the four fundamental
language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In many educational contexts,
English has become an important medium of instruction and communication, especially in
higher education. Therefore, effective English language teaching plays a crucial role in helping

students achieve academic success and participate confidently in global communication.
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At the undergraduate level, English Language Teaching aims not only to improve students’
basic language proficiency but also to develop their academic communication skills. Students
are expected to read academic texts, write essays and research papers, participate in
discussions, and present ideas clearly in English. As a result, ELT programs often emphasize

academic writing, critical thinking, and the ability to organize ideas logically.

One important aspect of English Language Teaching is the use of appropriate teaching methods
and strategies that support language development. Teachers employ various approaches such
as communicative language teaching, task-based learning, and interactive classroom activities
to encourage students to use English effectively. These methods help learners engage actively

with the language and apply their knowledge in real-life and academic contexts.

In the context of academic writing, ELT also focuses on teaching students how to construct
coherent and well-structured texts. This includes instruction on grammar, vocabulary,
paragraph organization, and the use of discourse markers. Discourse markers help students
connect ideas and guide readers through their arguments, thereby improving the clarity and

coherence of their writing.

Thus, English Language Teaching plays a significant role in enhancing the linguistic
competence and academic communication skills of undergraduate students. By providing
systematic instruction and practice, ELT helps learners develop the confidence and ability to

express their ideas effectively in both academic and professional environments.
Writing Skills

Writing skills are an essential component of language learning and academic success. They
refer to the ability to express ideas, thoughts, and information clearly and effectively in written
form. In educational settings, writing is not only a means of communication but also a tool for
learning, critical thinking, and knowledge development. For undergraduate students, strong
writing skills are particularly important because many academic tasks such as essays,
assignments, reports, and research papers require clear and well-structured written

communication.

Effective writing skills involve several important elements, including grammar, vocabulary,

organization, coherence, and clarity. Students must be able to construct correct sentences,
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choose appropriate words, and organize their ideas in a logical sequence. A well-written text
usually includes a clear introduction, well-developed body paragraphs, and a concise
conclusion. Each paragraph should focus on a specific idea and support it with explanations,

examples, or evidence.

Another important aspect of writing skills is coherence and cohesion. Coherence refers to the
logical flow of ideas, while cohesion refers to the linguistic connections that link sentences and
paragraphs together. The use of linking words and discourse markers such as however,
therefore, moreover, and in addition helps create smooth transitions between ideas and

improves the readability of the text.

For many undergraduate students, developing effective writing skills can be challenging,
especially when writing in English as a second language. They may struggle with organizing
ideas, maintaining grammatical accuracy, or using appropriate academic language. Therefore,
systematic instruction, regular practice, and constructive feedback are essential for improving

writing abilities.

In English Language Teaching, writing skills are developed through various activities such as
guided writing, peer review, drafting and revising exercises, and academic writing tasks.
Through continuous practice and instruction, students gradually improve their ability to
communicate ideas clearly and effectively in written form. Strong writing skills not only
support academic achievement but also prepare students for professional communication in

their future careers.
Conclusion

In conclusion, academic writing is an essential skill for undergraduate students, as it enables
them to communicate ideas, present arguments, and demonstrate their understanding of
academic subjects effectively. However, many students face difficulties in organizing their
thoughts, maintaining coherence, and producing well-structured texts. One effective way to

address these challenges is through the teaching and proper use of discourse markers.

Discourse markers play a significant role in connecting ideas and guiding readers through a
piece of writing. Words and phrases such as however, therefore, moreover, and in addition help

indicate relationships between sentences and paragraphs, thereby improving the overall
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coherence and clarity of the text. When students understand the functions of these markers and

apply them appropriately, their writing becomes more logical, organized, and easier to follow.

In the context of English Language Teaching, providing explicit instruction on discourse
markers can greatly enhance students’ academic writing skills. Through guided practice,
writing activities, and continuous feedback, students can learn how to structure their ideas
effectively and present arguments in a clear and systematic manner. This approach not only
improves linguistic competence but also strengthens students’ confidence in academic

communication.

Therefore, integrating the teaching of discourse markers into writing instruction is a valuable
strategy for improving the academic writing abilities of undergraduate students. By developing
strong writing skills and mastering the use of discourse markers, students can produce coherent,
well-organized texts that meet the expectations of academic discourse and contribute to their

overall academic success.
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